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TECHNOLOGY SECTOR NEEDS ARE BEING ADDRESSED THROUGH BUSINESS ASSISTANCE FORUMS

Mandeville, LA—Recently, the St. Tammany Economic Development Foundation hosted a Business Assistance Forum (BAF) for businesses in the technology industry.

The forum brought together ---- businesspeople with resources for an informative session on business incentives, grants and cooperative programs available to technology-oriented businesses.

STEDF Executive Director Brenda Reine said the BAF series complements the individual services STEDF provides because it is effective way to bring together like-companies in order to access resources and develop networking opportunities within their collective fields.

“In this post-Katrina world, companies are in need of business assistance more than ever before. Yet, many do not have the time or internal resources to take advantage of incentives already in place,” she said. “The forums are a way to accelerate our retention efforts and to develop linkage to the business base of St. Tammany.”

The panel included Cindy Carrier, with the Louisiana Procurement Technical Assistance Center, an organization that guides businesses in the area of securing federal government contracts; Bill Joubert, Director of SLU’s Economic and Business Development Center; Roy Mack of the Louisiana Department of Economic Development; Vic Johnson, with the LSU Technology Transfer Office at the Stennis Space Center; Mark Lewis, President of the Louisiana Technology Council; Mike Scott, with Manufacturing Extension Partnership of Louisiana (MEPoL); and Irma Cry, Business Development Liaison for St. Tammany Parish Government.  

ABOUT STEDF

STEDF is recognized as the lead economic development organization for St. Tammany Parish. The organization is charged with attracting new business and employment opportunities to St. Tammany Parish. The organization seeks to improve the quality of life in the parish by strengthening and supporting the business climate in the area.
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