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LOUISIANA’S I-12 ALLIANCE ANNOUNCED

HAMMOND — Economic development officials in five southeastern Louisiana parishes with ready access to Interstate 12 have remade their regional partnership into the Louisiana I-12 Alliance, members announced Tuesday.

With its new name, the alliance also has a new strategy developed by an Austin, Texas, consultant for Livingston, Tangipahoa, St. Tammany, St. Helena and Washington parishes to target four specific industries — transportation logistics, energy, material supplies and aerospace manufacturing — in attempts to attract new businesses.

The new alliance, its Web site and its marketing study were made public during a luncheon on Southeastern Louisiana University’s campus. 

The Louisiana I-12 Alliance will replace the region’s former economic development partnership, the Florida Parishes Economic Council, after the council members voted Tuesday morning to make the change, said Brenda Reine-Burtus, executive director of the St. Tammany Economic Development Foundation.

The Florida Parishes council was developed in the 1980s to respond to the economic devastation of the oil bust, said John Ware, Livingston Parish’s economic development director and a founding member of the Florida Parishes council.

Another major crisis, the aftermath of 2005 hurricanes Katrina and Rita, essentially triggered a redevelopment of the Florida Parishes council into the I-12 Alliance, Ware said.

The alliance began as the brainchild of Reine-Burtus, who sought a Louisiana Economic Development grant, which paid for the marketing study and development of a regional marketing Web site, Southeastern President Randy Moffett said.

Southeastern’s Small Business Development Center will house the alliance and its Web site, Moffett said.

The $100,000 Louisiana Economic Development grant, which was matched with in-kind and monetary contributions from the member-parishes’ economic development arms and St. Tammany Parish government, paid for the study by Angelou Economics of Austin, Reine-Burtus said.

Angelos Angelou, principal of Angelou Economics, said his company conducted more than 200 surveys and focus group interviews in the region to come up with a marketing plan and the key industries the five parishes need to approach.

Highlights of that plan follow.

· Targeting the energy industry is a “no brainer” because the region is near the epicenter of the nation’s energy output, Angelou said. In particular, officials should go after the support services of this sector, such as oilfield services and machinery and equipment. 
· Logistics, such as retail distribution centers, is a strong industry for the alliance and Tangipahoa Parish in particular, Angelou said. The reason is because Interstates 12 and 55 intersect here, providing companies with access to more than 75 million people within 600 miles. Tangipahoa Parish also has railroads, a shallow-water port and an airport near this interstate intersection. 
· Materials suppliers, such as plywood and asphalt roofing manufacturers, also are a good fit for the alliance because of the robust construction climate of the Gulf Coast region, Angelou said. 
· Aerospace and defense manufacturing is a good fit for the alliance, too, because of its proximity to NASA’s Stennis Space Center in Mississippi and Michoud Assembly Facility in New Orleans and to research universities such as LSU and the University of New Orleans, Angelou said. 
