Livingston Economic Development Council

LEDC iz an sconomic devalapmant anganizalion warking fo improve the quality of ife for cifizens af Livingston Parizh

Highlights of 2006 Top Economic Development Stories of 2006

# L5 Census reports
Livimgsvon Parish a3 fastess
frowing parksh In Loulsiana
with 28,000 addisonal
residents since 2000

= Louistana Supreme Court
unanimously agrees on local
sales tax bond issuance for
Bass Pro Shops

= |uban Crossing is to be the

largest mixed-use eommanity

in the reglon

Fartune 500 Shaw Group
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Parish imveses $1 1 million in
feve micdern libraries

& Thres new hotelaimoely

Increase optons to 10

Rl sales cax surge

= Resldential permitting well
ahead of 2005 and growing

LEDC's new enhanced and
informative weh site

Employment Stathstcs
{2001 —2006 Growth)
# of businespex: 25.74%;
#i of employees: 3065%
YWages paidc TO 48X

Ayerage WERE P workior
30.48%

Livingston Parish
again experienced
phenomenal growth in
2006 with mew and
expanding businesses,
and majer project devel-
opments.  Along with
those developments are
an estimated 28,000 addi-
tional residents living in
the parish (since 2000),
m‘mrd:ins o the US
Census Bureauw.

“The imnvestrment by
businesses, residential
developers, and local and
state officials has brought
Livingston Parish into the
national spotlight a5 &
place o invest and live,”
gaid LEDC  esecutive
director, John Ware,
“Interest in this parish has
come from all over the
country, and we are fortu-
nate to have private and
public leadership o help
bring these projects to
fruition,” he added.
“Along with this is
improved  infrastructure,
high paying jobs, and
increased sales tax, build-
ing the parish and local
economy.”

Top projects for 2006
run  the gamut, from
retadlers such as Bass Pro
Shops to majoer  hotel
chains and residential
developments.

Livimgston Econsmic Development Council

Bass Pro Ehupﬁ

After throe Yiears of
working through a sales
tax incentive issue,
Missouri-based Bass Pro
Shops is anticipated to
begin site  development
this mionth in preparation
for the construction of its
150,000 square foot store
in Denham Springs. The
gtore will anchor & 75-
acre development includ-
ing an additional 2K MK
square feet of restaurants
and retail shopping, and
a hotel, The location in
the Denham  Springs
Economic  Development
District allows sales tax
revenue generated  from
the project to finance the
construction of the store
and surrounding infra-
siructure,

The city of Denham
Springs, Livingston Par-
ish Council, Livingston
Parish Sheriff's  Office,
Drainage [Hstrict 1, the
Livingston Parish School
Board and state of Lowisi-
ang will provide contri-
butions to retire

550 million in bonds.

The citizens of
Livingston Parish also
supported  the sales tax
financing for the project
with their vote in April
20005,

Bass Pro Shops is
widely known as a desti-

nation location for out
doeor enthustasts and oth-
s who travel from
surrounding  areas o
shop for items often not
found locally.  Hence,
the appeal to other
companies for the
services needed to sup-
port the retail shoppers.

The project  will
bring 300-350 permanent
jobs; 57 million in annual
wages; S60-565 million in
annual =ales; amd bwo
million visitors por year
to Livingston Parish

W lede.net







