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ROOMS TO GO TO BUILD DISTRIBUTION FACILITY AND OUTLET IN 

ST. TAMMANY PARISH

Mandeville, LA—St. Tammany Parish Development District (District) provided preliminary approval Thursday, March 22nd for a $50 million GO Zone bond that will allow Rooms to Go to build an 850,000 sq. ft. distribution center and outlet store in Pearl River.

As the conduit issuer of GO Zone bonds, preliminary approval by the District is the first step for any business applying in St. Tammany Parish. The District unanimously approved the Rooms to Go application.

Peter Link, President of the District, said the project would bring 350 jobs to the area with an annual payroll of $15 million and an overall annual economic impact of more than $23 million.

Rooms To Go President and Chief Operating Officer, Steve Buckley, said Rooms To Go is looking forward to opening its distribution facility in St. Tammany Parish.  “We are pleased with our Louisiana stores, and we are excited about the location we have found in St. Tammany Parish, which will better service our Louisiana stores and customers.  We know there is a great need for furniture in Louisiana right now, and locating our distribution center in this area will provide better access for serving this market.”

St. Tammany Economic Development Foundation (STEDF), the management arm for the District, has been working in cooperation with Louisiana Economic Development for the last six months to bring this national furniture retailer’s distribution facility to Louisiana. 

STEDF Executive Director Brenda Reine said the distribution center will service from the panhandle of Florida to Baton Rouge. “Our location and accessibility make us attractive to companies with interstate business. The decision of Rooms to Go to locate here further confirms that St. Tammany is a prime location for distribution facilities.”

Rooms To Go will be located on a 60-acre site in the southwest corner of exit #3 at Interstate 59 and Military Road (Highway 1090) in Pearl River.

“The recovery efforts of St. Tammany Parish and the entire state of Louisiana are beginning to bear fruit,” Reine said. “It is nice to be able to announce that a national company has decided to locate here.”

Rooms To Go, based in Seffner, Florida, is the largest furniture retailer in the United States with approximately 135 stores in nine states throughout the southeast United States, currently including three stores in Louisiana (Metarie, Gretna and Baton Rouge) and a store to be opened in Spring 2007 (in Covington).  The company was started in 1991 and has approximately 6,000 employees in its stores, distribution centers, corporate offices and affiliated manufacturing facilities.

STEDF is recognized as the lead economic development organization for St. Tammany Parish. The organization is charged with attracting new business and employment opportunities to St. Tammany Parish. The organization seeks to improve the quality of life in the parish by strengthening and supporting the business climate in the area.

STEDF is the management arm for the St. Tammany Parish Development District (District), a political subdivision of the state of Louisiana which was created in 1992 by Louisiana Revised Statute. The District, whose boundaries are the same as St. Tammany Parish, has the power to tax, incur debt and issue revenue and general obligation bonds.  The District is also a conduit issuer for the Gulf Opportunity Zone (GO Zone) Bonds.
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