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ST. TAMMANY ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT FOUNDATION PARTICIPATES IN STATEWIDE REGIONALISM EFFORTS

Mandeville, LA—The St. Tammany Economic Development Foundation (STEDF) continues to play an active role in the development of regional economic development activities.

Last week, STEDF Executive Director Brenda Reine attended two events associated with Michoud Assembly Facility in New Orleans East: Boeing Community Leaders Reception on January 29th and a reception hosted by Louisiana Economic Development (LED) for NASA’s Exploration Systems Mission Directorate Management Team on January 31st.

“Michoud is an important economic engine for the entire state of Louisiana,” Reine said. “St. Tammany businesses and citizens benefit from the success of the facility in New Orleans East. Many of our technology businesses work on contract with Michoud and St Tammany is also the home to many its employees.”

Just as Michoud was a historic player in sending America to the moon for the first time with the production of the Saturn V launch vehicle; it will be again with the production of Ares I, the latest vehicle to send the country back to the moon. 

According to NASA, under the goals of the Vision for Space Exploration, Ares I is a chief component of the cost-effective space transportation infrastructure being developed by NASA’s Constellation Program. These transportation systems will safely and reliably carry human explorers back to the moon, and then onward to Mars and other destinations in the solar system.

Stennis Space Center is also involved in the development of Ares I, developing the J-2X engine that, following lift off, will ignite and power the crew vehicle to an altitude of about 63 miles.

“With such jewels as Michoud and Stennis Space Center, the entire region of Southeast Louisiana is in a prime position for growth in technology and related industries. St. Tammany is proud to play a role in facilitating this growth,” Reine said.

STEDF is recognized as the lead economic development organization for St. Tammany Parish. The 25-year-old organization is charged with attracting new business and employment opportunities to St. Tammany Parish. The organization seeks to improve the quality of life in the parish by strengthening and supporting the business climate in the area.
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